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Background Information

Sherman was a longtime and influential member of the Continental Congress (1774-81 and 1783-
84). He won membership on the committees that drafted the Declaration of Independence and the
Articles of Confederation, as well as those concerned with Indian affairs, national finances, and
military matters. To solve economic problems, at both national and state levels, he advocated high
taxes rather than excessive borrowing or the issuance of paper currency.

While in Congtress, Sherman remained active in state and local politics, continuing to hold the office
of judge of the Connecticut Superior Court, as well as membership on the council of safety (1777-
79). In 1783 he helped codify Connecticut's statutory laws. The next year, he was elected mayor of
New Haven (1784-86).

Although on the edge of insolvency, mainly because of wartime losses, Sherman could not resist the
lure of national service. In 1787, he represented his state at the Constitutional Convention, and
attended practically every session. Not only did he sit on the Committee on Postponed Matters, but
he also probably helped draft the New Jersey Plan and was a prime mover behind the Connecticut,
or Great, Compromise, which broke the deadlock between the large and small states over
representation. He was, in addition, instrumental in Connecticut's ratification of the Constitution.

Document
Notes of Debates in the Federal Convention of 1787 by James Madison
Wednesday, August 22

IN CONVENTION

Art VII sect 4. 1, 2 resumed. Mr. SHERMAN was for leaving the clause as it stands. He
disapproved of the slave trade; yet as the States were now possessed of the right to import slaves,
as the public good did not require it to be taken from them, & as it was expedient to have as few
objections as possible to the proposed scheme of Government, he thought it best to leave the
matter as we find it. He observed that the abolition of Slavery seemed to be going on in the U. S. &
that the good sense of the several States would probably by degrees compleat it. He urged on the
Convention the necessity of despatching its business.



